Knights of Columbus FACT SHEET 10-07
The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic family fraternal service organization, with more than 1.7 million members in more than 13,000 councils throughout North America, Central America, the Caribbean, Asia and Europe. 

On March 29, 1882, the Connecticut state legislature officially chartered the Knights of Columbus, a fraternal benefit society founded by Father Michael J. McGivney with a group of parishioners in the basement of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven. Still true to its founding principles of charity, unity, and fraternity 125 years later, the Knights of Columbus has grown to the largest lay Catholic organization in the world with more than 1.7 million members.

Throughout its history, the Knights of Columbus has been an effective advocate and defender of civil and religious rights for all. The organization has also contributed billions of dollars and millions of hours of volunteer service to charity. 

Annually, members at all levels of the organization report raising and contributing to charities $139 million and volunteering more than 64 million hours of service. Support for the Catholic Church is a hallmark of Knights of Columbus activities at all levels of the organization. 

The name “Knights of  Columbus” was chosen by the founding members to signify that, like knights of old, the group embodied the ideals of spirituality and service to the Catholic Church, their country and those in need. The name was also chosen to emphasize that Catholics had been involved in the discovery, exploration and evangelization of the Americas. 

Father McGivney’s cause for sainthood is under investigation by the Vatican Congregation for the Causes of Saints and he has been declared a “Servant of God.” Should he be canonized, he would be the first U.S. born parish priest so honored. 

 Knights raised and donated a record $139.7 million for Charities in 2005.  The 2005 totals include $33,638,426 in contributions by the Supreme Council and its charitable foundations; $12,685,401 from state councils; and $93,387,792 in donations from councils, assemblies and Squires circles. In 2005 Knights also reported volunteering 64,039,706 hours of service. This is up nearly 1 million hours from 2004. These totals are based on approximately 75 percent of all Councils. 

The 2005 fraternal survey also captured these important statistics about our outreach to neighbors in need:

VOLUNTEER SERVICE TO THE CHURCH

30.2 million hours

VOLUNTEER SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

17 million hours

VOLUNTEER SERVICE TO YOUTH

7.8 million hours

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICE

9.0 million hours

For the first time, the Knights of Columbus asked members to include the hours of volunteer time donated at Habitat for Humanity work sites. In 2005, Knights gave 784,688 hours of time to Habitat for Humanity. That includes work done by West Hartford Councils in the city of Hartford.

 

September 11 Response

The Knights of Columbus were one of the first organizations to offer relief to families of fallen police, firefighters and emergency personnel – within two days of the September 11 terrorist attacks. Since 2001, the Knights have also taken the lead in helping the country to remember the day in a prayerful way. Among the highlights of the Knights activities in the aftermath of September 11:

• $1.49 million in immediate aid provided to 419 relatives of fallen emergency personnel through the Knights’ Heroes Fund, which began distributing checks to family members – regardless of religious affiliation – within two days of the attacks. 

• More than $3500 distributed to each recipient for emergency needs.

• The fund was established September 12, 2001, and the first checks were delivered September 13.

• More than 40 members of the Knights of Columbus members were killed on September 11.

• Full scholarships to the Catholic college of their choice are available to 29 children of members killed or disabled in the line of duty on September 11 through the Order’s Matthews and Swift Educational Trust Scholarship program.

• The Knights organized a memorial Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on the first anniversary of September 11 in 2002.

• On September 11, 2002, at the Knights of Columbus Museum in New Haven, Conn., the Knights unveiled an exhibit of September 11 artifacts, photos and news accounts of that day. The exhibit ran for one year, and now on permanent

display are a wall of names dedicated to Knights killed in the attacks, girders from the World Trade Center, and a replica helmet of a member killed in the collapse of the towers.

 Knights of Columbus Hurricane Relief

The Knights of Columbus conducted an unprecedented relief effort in the aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The effort included both immediate and spontaneous responses from local councils in the Gulf region and a national effort by the Supreme Council headquarters in New Haven, Connecticut to raise needed funds and coordinate the efforts of state councils throughout the U.S. and Canada. Among the highlights of the Order’s Gulf States relief efforts:

• A total of more than $10 million was donated to Gulf States relief efforts.

• More than $5.4 million of the total was donated by nearly 55,000 individuals and organizations. The Supreme Council matched the donations dollar-for-dollar throughout September and October 2005.

• Nearly $2 million in direct aid was provided to individuals and charitable organizations in the affected areas, including both monetary grants and gift cards redeemable for clothing, food and medicine, as well as home repair expenses.

• More than $750,000 was donated to meet specific educational needs, including tuition scholarships for the displaced and school reconstruction. In addition, portions of the funds from general grants to the Archdiocese of New Orleans, the Diocese of Biloxi and other dioceses are being used to rebuild the Catholic school infrastructure.

• 100% of the money donated to the Gulf States Hurricane Relief Fund was dedicated to relief in the affected areas. The Supreme Council paid all administrative costs.

• Typical of the responses of local councils in the region was that of “KC Kajuns for Katrina,” which served 7,800 meals and distributed 17,000 pounds of ice and truckloads of supplies during the two weeks following Katrina’s rampage.

• Local council halls throughout the region were used to provide meals for evacuees, and some were made available to emergency personnel for use as temporary command posts.

• Individual Knights donated hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours to hurricane relief efforts.

• The K of C headquarters staff and state councils worked together to match the skills and availability of thousands of Knights who volunteered to help with areas where the need was greatest. The Gulf States relief efforts led the Knights to a record year of charitable giving, with more than 64 million hours and $139 million dollars donated overall.

 

On Its 125th Anniversary, the Knights of Columbus Stands Out

	Steady growth in contrast to trend among many other fraternal societies.

As it prepares to celebrate its 125th anniversary this Thursday, March 29, 2007, the Knights of Columbus stands out among fraternal societies, having registered 35 years of uninterrupted membership growth even as many other fraternals have been shrinking.

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson noted that, “While Author Robert Putnam famously worried that Americans were ‘Bowling Alone’ in his book of several years ago, Knights of Columbus are not only bowling together, but are doing many other things together with their families and brother Knights, in numbers that grow every year.”

Membership in the Knights of Columbus has grown nearly 50 percent, from 1.15 million members in 1972 to 1.72 million members today. In fact, membership in the Knights has increased each year since 1972, and the K of C is now the world’s largest lay Catholic membership organization.

“At a time when many fraternal organizations are finding it difficult to attract new members, our continued membership growth is a testament to our history of 125 years of faith in action,” Anderson said.

“Father Michael J. McGivney founded an organization dedicated to safeguarding the faith and financial well-being of families, and our continued growth speaks volumes to the importance of those goals, which are as relevant today as they were in 1882.”

As a fraternal benefit society, the Knights of Columbus provides its members a variety of life insurance products for the financial stability of their families.

One of the most highly rated insurance companies in North America, the K of C has more than $62 billion of life insurance in force and consistently earns the industry’s highest ratings for fiscal management and ethical business practices. It is one of only four insurance companies in North America to receive the highest possible ratings from Standard & Poor’s (AAA) and A.M. Best (A++), and certification from the Insurance Marketplace Standards Association.

The Knights of Columbus has also long been actively involved in American public life. Before and throughout World War I, the Knights ran “Army Huts” – facilities that provided recreation, snacks and comfort items to the troops near bases and near the front.

The huts – whose motto was “Everybody welcome. Everything free” – were a predecessor to the USO. During the 1920s, in direct opposition to the Ku Klux Klan, the Knights lobbied President Calvin Coolidge to pressure the Mexican government to stop its persecution of Catholics in Mexico. Ultimately, the lobbying paid off, and an accord was reached between the Church and the Mexican government.

In the 1950s, the Knights of Columbus led the effort to have the words “under God” added to the Pledge of Allegiance. The organization continues to speak out on important social issues – especially in the area of the protection of human life – today.

Among the many notable Knights over the past 125 years were: writers Joyce Kilmer and Myles Connolly, sports legends Babe Ruth, Connie Mack, Vince Lombardi, Floyd Patterson and Ron Guidry, and statesmen Al Smith, Henry Hyde, John F. Kennedy, Jeb Bush and Sargent Shriver.  Last year, the Knights of Columbus donated more than $139 million and 64 million volunteer hours to charity. 
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• Beginning in 2004, the Knights of Columbus dedicated September 11 as the

World Day of Prayer for Peace.

